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Box No. I Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequcnce(s) (ContinuatioD of iteml.b of the first sheet) 



1. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in tiie international ^plication and necessaiy to the claimed 
invention, die international search was carried out on the basis o£ 

a. type of material 

I ^ I a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

in written format 
I ^ 1 in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

contdned in die international application as filed 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
furnished subsequently to tiiis Authority for the purposes of search 

^ CZ] ^ addition, in die case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been filed 

or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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Fomi PCT/lSA/210 (continuation of first sheet (I)) (January 2004) 
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Box No. n Observations where certain claims were found nnsearcbable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This intemational search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. [x] claimsNos.: 11-13, 15-18 

because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the preisoibed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaning&l international search can be carried out, specifically: 
Concerning the ligand, the agonist and the antagonist according to claims 
11 to 13 and 15 to 18, it is impossible to find anything that is supported 
by the description in the meaning within Patent Corporation Treaty Article 
6 and disclosed in the description in (continued to extra sheet) 

ClaimsNos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. m Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows: 

A protein as set forth in claim 1 comprising an amino acid sequence represented 
by SEQ ID NO: 2 or 4 and the protein as set forth in claim 1 comprising the 
amino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 6 have no novel chemical structure* 
in common but are common to each other exclusively in being an NK cell receptor 
protein. However, NK cell receptor proteins had been publicly known before 
the priority date of the present case as reported in No . 2003-527105 Published 
Japanese translation of PCT international publication. Thus, being an NK 
cell receptor protein cannot be considered as a special technical matter as 
defined in Patent Cooperation Treaty Rule 13.3. 

Therefore, it does ' not appear that there (continued to extra sheet) 

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

^* I ^ I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees vwre timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers 
only those claims for whidi fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest 



□ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
(International Patent Classification (IPC) ) 



Int.Cl"' C21P21/02, C12Q1/02, G01N33/15, G01N33/50 

(According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national 
classification and IPC) 



Continuation of Box No.II~2 of continuation of first sheet (2) 
the meaning within Patent Corporation Treaty Article 5. 



Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2) 

is a technical relationship between the inventions of the parts relating 
to a protein as set forth in claim 1 comprising an amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 2 or 4 and the inventions of the parts relating 
to the protein as set forth in claim 1 comprising the amino acid sequence 
represented by SEQ ID NO: 6, among the inventions as set forth in claims 
1 to 20 ^ involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical 
features. Thus, these groups of inventions are not considered as being 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

Such being the case, the present international application does not 
comply with the requirement of unity of invention. 



Form PCTASA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2004) 



